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worker. I hope he will clear himself by making a full statement
and if he apologized in a weak moment I hope he will have, like
Mr. Yakoob Hassan, the courage of making a manly confession.
Everybody knows that he is suffering from a fell disease and the
public will certainly overlook his weakness if he apologized in the
circumstance. He must also keep his promise, if he made it, of
not taking part in politics for one year. Non-co-operators cannot
afford to be weak, they cannot hide their weakness. Above all they
must be scrupulously honest and must rigidly perform all their
promises even though they might have been made in a weak
moment, unless their performance involves any immorality.
AMONG CHRISTIAN CIRCLES
The talk, I hear, is going the round among Christian circles
that I have said in private conversation that, had India been
equipped for the use of arms, I would certainly have resorted to
and advised the use of arms. I had fondly hoped that such a
thing could never have been said and believed of me in India. I
assure my Christian and other readers that I have never made any
such statement to any person whatsoever. On the contrary, it has
been my belief and practice for over forty years deliberately to
practise the doctrine of non-resistance to evil, not to retaliate.
There are more instances than one in my public life when with the
ability to retaliate, I have refrained from doing so and advised
friends to do likewise. My life is dedicated to the spread of that
doctrine. I read it in the teaching of all the greatest teachers of the
world, Zoroaster, Mahavir, Daniel, Jesus, Mahomed, Nanak and a
host of others. Indeed, I am not sure that we do justice to Moses
when we impute to him the doctrine of retaliation in the sense that
he made it obligatory on his followers to exact tooth for a tooth.
It may be my wish that is father to the thought. But I do think
that in an age when people were unrestrained in their appetite for
the enemy's blood, Moses restricted retaliation to equal measure
and no more. But I must not lead the reader into religious dis-
cussion. Whilst, however, non-violence is now, has ever been,
and I pray to God, it ever may be my final creed for all occasions,
it is true that there are thousands in the ranks of non-co-operation
with whom non-violence is an expedient or a policy to which they
are not committed for all time and all circumstances. They believe
that for India, as she is constituted, there is no method but that
of non-violence for regaining her freedom. And this they believe
not merely because she has no arms or training in them but also
because with her diverse creeds and races there is nothing for her